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Tips for Creating a Protopage
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What is a Protopage?

• The purpose of Protopage is to be a 
“homepage” helping you to get organized, 
gather useful information…

• A great use of protopages is to use their 
‘bookmark’ widget to keep important links 
organized. (you’ll learn what a widget is later)

• You will be creating your own protopage to keep 
track of important info you learn from this 
training!
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How to get started:

OK, so the protopage looks confusing.  You 
are in control!
– Move blocks around
– Delete blocks that you don’t want

– www.protopage.com

http://www.protopage.com/
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Widgets and Tabs
• The blocks on the page are 

called widgets
– You can always add another 

widget, so feel free to get rid 
of some of them

– Widgets are used to help 
you quickly add something 
to your page

– Protopage offers hundreds 
of pre-made widgets ready 
to use

– For our purposes today you 
are going to use at least 3 
types of widgets (you can 
use more if you are brave 
enough!)

• Bookmark
• Sticky notes        
• Photo

• The tabs on the page are 
there to help organize your 
Protopage
– Once you have registered 

your page you will have 
“private tabs” that only you 
can see when you’re logged 
in.

– You will also have “public 
tabs” that everyone can see 
when they go to your 
protopage.

– Change the name of your 
tabs according to your 
needs.

• For example you may name 
tabs by the subjects you teach 
or by students names…

– You can add more tabs if 
you need to!
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Dive In and Get Wet
– Think of a title for your page and enter the text at 

the top of the page where it says “Click to Title 
Your Page”

– Scroll down the page and watch the gravity bar 
move with you

– Delete one of the widgets (blocks) on your page-
just click on the ‘X’ in the upper right corner of the 
block.

– Include the following widgets on your page: 
bookmark, photo and sticky note

– Change the names of a tab
– Create new tab
– Keep going…you are in control…what would be 

nice to have on your page?
– Don’t forget to register your page!

• http://www.protopage.com/gunderwood

http://www.protopage.com/gunderwood
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Great way to use Protopage

– Use Google Docs with Protopage      
directions

– Paperless conferences 
http://www.protopage.com/gunderwood#My_p
ublic_category/Try_this

• Importing other’s Protopages
– Click on “Import these tabs into your own 

Protopage”

http://www.protopage.com/gunderwood#My_public_category/Try_this
http://www.protopage.com/gunderwood#My_public_category/Try_this
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• There are other sites that let you create 
your own homepage besides Protopage
– www.pageflakes.com and www.webwag.com

(very similar to protopage but have to use 
pictures from Flickr not from your computer)

– www.myownstartpage.com (mainly used for 
displaying favorite links—doesn’t have as 
many options as others)

http://www.pageflakes.com/
http://www.webwag.com/
http://www.myownstartpage.com/
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